Independence and the National Question
By
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2008 represents the 3@nniversary of Dominica’s Independence from
Britain. Many of us who championed the independestagggle can only
grimace when we consider the mistakes made byeawlers and people
over the years in failing to seize the opportusipeesented to champion the
national interest and control of the means of potida for the benefit of the
vast majority of Dominica’s people. The deteriavatof any adherence to
nationalist principles in philosophy and practicky-the government and
governed - gives pause to the committed and conf®tine best intentions
of those who remain true to the cause. Today,egessant commitment to
indigenous control of our affairs; beyond fetinglaahogans which pretend
to favor same. Recent events have compelledéfection on our history
as a people and, in particular, the role of the Dara Labour Party which
ushered in the era independence and considerddhtsguardian of the
national interest.

Today many people take for granted our right teeyt@ws which protect
women,; equal rights for descendants of AfricanswrCarib people;
ownership of land or a home; respect for our crealture; respect for our
African heritage; our flag; our national anthemr oational independence,
and the fact that Dominicans can sit in parlian@t make decisions about
local matters. It was not always so. It is onlyhmtthe last half a century,
1951 to be exact, that Dominicans got the rightdi®. That new policy was
called universal adult suffrage. Prior, the right/bte was restricted to the
propertied classes; overwhelmingly the descend#ritsose who had
conguered the island, seized the land from theb&amd then compelled
captured Africans to work for free over a term o 300 years. In the
early to mid 18 Century, there were a few of our common peoplebdgt
Douglas and J.B. Charles among them--who had adeteauproperty by
dint of wise investment effort and thrift; but thexere a minority. Others
who had gained stature through education, suclstiaglished local



attorney Cecile Rawle whose bust sits atop a phntihe top of Federation
Drive, became notable leaders in the early fighs&f government.

Dominica’s first Chief Minister, Franklin Baron,gsided over an
administration which brought some progress in tla@mer that local
representation should: there was the completiagheofmperial Road linking
Marigot to Roseau in 1956; the start of the MeéviHall Airport project in
1958 and the new Dominica Grammar School buildiag sonceived in
1960—among other projects. However, the island& fiolitical party, the
Dominica Labour Party (DLP) formed by E.C. Loblakd Phyllis Shand
Allfrey in 1956, arose because they felt that efrowgs not being done to
serve the majority population. That majority popiaia was overwhelmingly
peasant and working class; still restricted in owhg of land, access to
proper health care, and education. Further, becdasgery had limited the
ability of the descendants of poor Dominicans tgua® land, there was
little trans-generational transfer of wealth. Thegant if their parents were
squatters, and labourers, so too were their cmldviany Dominicans,
groaning under the weight of that oppressive callosystem were forced to
flee to other countries, to escape perpetual pgv€uracao, Aruba, Cuba,
U.S. Virgin Islands, Britain or the U.S.A. being @ng some of their
destinations. Of those who remained, some decmlédht for change, and
found a place in the Dominica Labour Party.

Some of the founders of the DLP had been membdb®wiinica’s first
trade union, The Dominica Trade Union (DTU) whicasdormed in 1945.
Having such a base, they believed in the workingpfeehaving a living
wage; and peasants being able to own the land wpatn they worked.
Most importantly the party believed in self govesmhfor Dominica; i.e.
independence. In 1961 Edward Oliver LeBlanc ledDiP to a sweeping
victory over the Dominica United Party (DUPP) ledBaron. LeBlanc’s
administration laid the basis for many of the pesgive changes we see
today: new high schools such as the PortsmouthrSacy School; the
Clifton Dupigny Technical College—now the site oéthominica State
College; feeder roads connecting mostly all vilEdeetter primary schools;
more high school scholarships and a new Domini@r@&rar School and
Technical Wing; social security; our own Nationarimercial &
Development Bank; the new Ministry building; thedpé/Nater Harbour
project; and the many housing schemes which catee |An exponent of
literacy he promoted legislation which in the woad$ormer Commissioner
of Police, O.N. Phillip “... LeBlanc made it mandatdoy children to attend



primary school.” A truancy officer by the name &frank” scoured Roseau
streets during the 1960s and early 1970s and wakk&linto custody any
child found out on the streets during school hourd.967, LeBlanc led the
island to Associated Statehood with Britain. Thatmt that for the first
time, Dominicans had control of local governmerttjle/Britain maintained
control of defence and foreign affairs. A firm regalist, LeBlanc hosted the
hugely successful Expo 1969 Trade Fair at whicl efi¢he Windward
Islands (Grenada, St. Vincent, St. Lucia and Docaipnidisplayed their
agricultural and industrial products at the BotaBardens; Grenada’s
exhibit — a 30 foot tall Nutmeg House with windisigircases and infused
with the fragrance of that spice — was the most arabie display.

LeBlanc an avid exponent of Dominica’s history @nelole culture, also
commissioned three magazines from 1965 to 1976dRBlles Dominica,
and another work on the island’s past caldsgects of Dominican History.
During the period of LeBlanc’s rule — and for sotimee thereafter - every
National Day would conclude with a culture cona&y at a huge circular
stage erected on the cricket field at the Botaraod@éns. On stage men
would recite poetry in the French creole languagstv@omen would whirl
around in the colorful national costume of the Wnhiyet to .
accompaniment of accordions, tambourines, shak;slagleau cabwit (goat
skin) drums and bamboo horns.

In 1974 Premier LeBlanc departed and made waydtnidR John. Premier
John won a big victory over the the Dominica Fread®arty (DFP) in the
elections of 1975; Labour gained 16 out of 21 sedtisat election. The DFP,
led by Eugenia Charles, failed to gain much tractithe DFP was weak in
the countryside and most Dominicans considerembetthe party of Roseau
merchants and big land owners. John promoted thg tBcal’ campaign,
introduced new housing schemes at Bath Estate aed Rstate and
inaugurated the Canefield Airport and new Treasioynputer Center and
National Commercial & Development Bank buildingn 1978, Premier
Patrick John would lead the island to independence.

Throughout its early history, therefore, the DLP hal focused on
Dominicans being masters of their own destiny: thessence of the
NATIONAL QUESTION. That meant promoting a policy of indigenous
control of the means of production.Such a policy has made for the
progress of many countries in the post colonial Elaaysia, Singapore,
Venezuela, India, Cuba are all countries whererobof local resources by
local people, have ensured that the wealth proddoed the greatest good



for the greatest number. In each of those countiiesgovernments built
alliances to broaden the national consensus amdqteal self reliance; even
while courting foreign private investment. Whiles¢sing investment, they
always ensured that the state or locals had a mamto play. By favoring
the growth of a local business and ownership ctagy, have spurred local
enterprise, science and compatible technologysartalilt up the self
confidence of their people. Today Singapore hassointhe largest foreign
exchange reserves; Cuba is a medical and edugadiwer which has shared
its bounty with us; and India is a science poweiclvihas enhanced its food
security through a “Green Revolution.” The Veneangjovernment has-
for years -used its oil wealth to fund indigenaodustry; even more so now
under President Chavez. Prime Minister Skerriofe#l in that path, where
he has reached out to sectors in opposition t®th& promoted the
Dominica State College, and made land availabtegédandless. However,
his actions have not been consistent and therelbeem mounting
complaints and concerns with regard to ethics fic®@fand adherence to the
founding principles which gave birth to the Lab®&arty. These concerns,
over years, have been shared internally with tid°Minister and his
cabinet by many who wish success for the partycachtry; two elements
which are inextricably linked, as their can no fsscfor the Labour Party if
the country and/or its noble principles are in rlirtannot be restated
enough that the legendary leaders of the partyy asad”hyllis Shand Allfrey,
E.C. Loblack, E.O. Leblanc, H.L. Christian, andesthwere above reproach
in their personal conduct and their adherenceagthlosophy of

Dominican nationalism and social justice.

A Brief Post Independence History of Dominica

In early 1978 Patrick John dismissed two dynamigisters Mike Douglas
and Ferdinand Parillon, claiming they were commisrasd part of a plot to
unseat him. Earlier, Douglas, alongside his bmoRwsie Douglas who led
the Popular Independence Committees (PIC) had deeiof the most vocal
advocates of political independence. In that peRattick John had
energized some young people, especially in Granddaysmouth and
sections of Roseau by his support for self reliandauy local campaign and
socialism. However, in the immediate pre-indeperdanonths he had
moved away from those positions and had becomandidtie was
increasingly cut-off from any serious connectionilte masses and had
surrounded himself with a small clique of advisangttentive to the



dissatisfaction building against his authoritamaanner. John was also cut
from his organizational roots in the trade Waterfrand Allied Workers
Union (WAWU) of which he was once part. Under lesdgich as Louis
Benoit (aka Zaboca) of WAWU and Charles SavarithefCivil Service
Association (CSA) organized labour now openly sytinjzad with the DFP.
The revived Dominica Farmers Union (DFU) was ledleg Honeychurch,
Athie Martin and Alvin Armantrading; all persons avtvere considered
anti-government in posture. The Dominica FedenatioStudents (DFS) led
by Angus Aulard, Romus Lamothe, Agnes Esprit, Stiaten Debbie
Douglas, alongside its President Gabriel Christiath others who had
supported the independence drive of Prime Minidtén became
increasingly critical of government policy. On Janu29, 1979 the DFS
organized a demonstration of high school studenoisral Roseau in
solidarity with the DFU and farmers who were calfior prompt
government action to arrest the spread of thedeaf disease which was
crippling the banana industry. The demonstratimhee with a huge rally on
the Goodwill savannah and was a harbinger of thiag®me. For a Labour
Party which was born of the labour movement, anatvbnce had the
overwhelming support of farmers, to have lost ssughport was indicative
of the growing chasm between government and therged.

In February 1979, the BBC News progr&anorama sent a TV crew to
interview Prime Minister John and investigate répof his involvement
with a South African backed bank in London. Hiswars were
unconvincing and suspicions deepened. Local nepartsebecame more
critical; the opposition among young people, fasrand business owners
began coalescing.

In 1979 Prime Minister John offered the north @& tbland for a Dominica
Free Port Authority owned by Texan business man Bienson which
would limit the island’s control of its most fegilands. Don Pierson had
been a business associate of Haitian dictator Brafieapa Doc” Duvalier.
He was also linked to the Zapata Oil Company, whiati been implicated
in the Central Intelligence Agency (CIA) backedasion of Cuba at the
Bay of Pigs in 1961. Pierson’s Dominica Free Peatsk would be for 99
years at a paltry sum of $99 a year. The Freedhiority, with its own
laws and immigration procedures, was seen as umdegrthe sovereignty
of the new nation-state. Such actions by John weleviation from the
heritage and philosophy of the Labour Party, argeesd students, farmers
and workers who formerly supported the Labour P&ttflies organized by



the PIC, DFS, DFP, WAWU, CSA and a new groupirtgldg Mike

Douglas called the Dominica Democratic Alliance @®0Dvere held around
the country to oppose the Free Port deal. On M2yd 979, Don Pierson
was invited to a meeting with student leaders ef@S at the Dominica
Grammar School. During that meeting he was unabémswer questions as
to who would account for income from the Free Parthority. He
arrogantly refused to provide the students withespf the contract and
Pierson was rebuked for concealing important in&drom which affected
the national interest. He hurriedly left the megtaiter being booed.

John’s promotion of such policies as the Free Wad considered a sell-out
of the national interest. When John sought to fegslation to muzzle the
media and curtail trade union activism, Dominicpr#ested. In one such
notable protest on May 29, 1979, the Dominica Deéefrorce (DDF)
opened fire on stone throwing crowds outside pawdiat; fifteen were
seriously wounded and Philip Timothy was killecheTson of Labour Party
stalwarts (at the time his father was a gardemelPfemier John) Timothy
was martyred for the cause of Dominica’s young daawy and must never
be forgotten.

Incensed, civil servants, workers and studentsedasshools, government
offices and businesses. A call for a Premier Jolmesign resounded across
the land; with disenchanted Labourites in the I€aakie Douglas called for
a Committee of National Salvation grouping all opigon forces, after
promoting the founding of the Dominica Liberatiorodment on the
evening of May 30, 1979. It must be noted thatrauthe unrest in
following May 29, 1979, many innocent Labouritesl hlaeir homes
attacked and businesses looted in Roseau by apgosiion crowds. The
country had been divided into competing zones afrod. The airport and
the entire of north of the island, and Grandbathasouth and areas of the
southeast, were solidly in the control of the letining DLM; the DFP was
strongest in Roseau and its adjoining suburbs sathetimes armed groups
patrolling their areas as Prime Minister Patrickridavas said to be planning
to bring in mercenaries to assist him. The beleegpiJohn, who had
retreated to the Prime Minister’s residence at Mémgce, came on radio
and stated: “Citizens of Dominica! | shall neverrsader! | shall not
resign!”

Alarmed by a situation which seemed to be spigatiat of control, the
DLM in turn organized its own revolutionary comrags on June 16, 1979



to buttress its control of the countryside. Bdta DDF and Royal Dominica
Police Force were mostly barracks-bound and unalteaintain law and
order. In an alarming escalation of the violenhe,House of Assembly was
consumed by flames on the evening of June 17, 191t night Roseau
crowds attacked the homes and businesses of La&®and sympathizers.
Even members and supporters of the DLM were thmeatand roughed up
by DFP partisans, as they were seen as intentaimma revolution as had
occurred on Grenada on March 13, 1979.

Saddened by the actions of a government which ¢stdts way Labour
ministers such a Oliver J. Seraphine (OJ), H.L §€tam, Eustace Francis
and others resigned and formed a coalition govenhimealliance with the
DFP and the DLM of Mike Douglas, Rosie Douglas,aPRiviere, Bernard
Wiltshire, Lloyd Pascal, Athie Martin, Pierre Cres] Ron Green and other
leftist leaders. DFP allies such as human rigbtiviat and lawyer Brian
Alleyne and former senior civil servant Charles Mand were given
ministries in the interim government. Mike Doug&esved as minister of
finance and Athie Martin served as agriculture sten. The interim
government which replaced Prime Minister John wadfirst such coalition
in Dominica’s history. The government had beentethby the Committee
of National Salvation, and was an example of deadership at its best,
where it sought a peaceful resolution of a politcznflict which threatened
more street protests. Led by Seraphine, that mtgdvernment brought the
island back from the brink of civil war. The intargovernment was
dominated by Labour Party sympathizers and so i §bon withdrew its
support as a prelude to the 1980 election. Rosiglas and Athie Martin
were to be later expelled from the interim governtwvehen OJ Serpahine
sought to assure the US government that his waa leftist regime.

On August 29, 1979 Hurricane David struck Domiracgevastating blow.
The first rescuers aboard the Royal NawdS Fife found almost total
devastation from winds which topped 200 mph; lugkoinly 67 Dominicans
perished. Massive aid was garnered from the UKA U&nezuela and
France. Other Caribbean islands also chippedith,dJamaica sending its
coast guard to assist. Helicopters scoured thadsirom each of these
nations, rescuing stranded Dominicans from hillsided dropping food
supplies. The sound of falling boxes of emergesupplies - “brogodow!”

- was later used to describe all such relief iteds.in, “l had some
brogodow for breakfast this morning.” Or, “He isavmg brogodow.”



Rosie Douglas and Bernard Wiltshire — with assistanom Grenada’s
revolutionary leader Maurice Bishop - traveled tb& and lobbied its
government for help. Maurice Bishop travelled tnfinica, along with
Cuba’s economic minister Hector Rodriguez Llompfant.emergency
assistance talks with OJ Seraphine and the inigovernment. Cuba offered
a 500 bed hospital and 100 scholarships which ®@tdssured Dominica
not to accept; instead only 11 scholarships an®$00 was accepted from
Cuba. However, Cuban president Fidel Castro peesuiite Non-Aligned
Movement nations, meeting in Havana in Septembd#raifyear, to render
assistance to Dominica. From his appeal, $13,000,8D was raised to
include $1,000,000 from Irag’s Saddam Hussein, &lMfrom Yasser
Arafat of the Palestine Liberation Organizationg &i,000,000 from
Ayatollah Khomeini of Iran. The hurricane assis&mwas to trickle into the
Island over the years and includes the Venezuelaaed Simon Bolivar
Housing Scheme at Stock Farm.

In the July 20, 1980 election the DFP emerged itt®n It was the first
time that a helicopter and a Goodyear blimp wesglus a Dominican
election. The blimp (emblazoned with the words: \EDXDEM LAB) was
owned by OJ Seraphine’s Democratic Labour Partyveasitowed by a
trawler leased to the PIC by Guyana’s Forbes Bumh@J Seraphine also
moved from one pre-election rally to another abdhedDem Lab leased
helicopter. Afraid of further revolutions, suchlesd occurred in Grenada
and Nicaragua in 1979, Bob Woodward — the repovter broke the
Watergate Scandal — reported that the CIA gave $0000 the DFP, along
with other material support. OJ Seraphine’s Dem hatily distributed
plastic cowboy hats and relief supplies such agagate to shore up its
support, but it was to no avail. The DFP responaligadl a huge motorcade
which roved the island called “The Freedom Traitn"a marked indicator
of the role of Cold War politics of the time, thenservative DFP partisans
wore t-shirts with the slogan: No Russia! No Cula!Labour! The DLM
tried to rouse the population with well scriptedladucational talks, to
include land reform, the development of light indysequal rights for
women and Caribs support for African liberationd @ood relations with
Cuba and the Non-Aligned Movement. Its campaigs,Wawever, poorly
funded and not well organized. Further the popaigtheavily Christian,
was told that if the DLM won it would close churshend distribute the land
and possessions of its opponents to the poor agd TBhe DLM was
painted as a communistic menace to be feared. (Qwb@Dominican
populace was tired of instability and the DFP seoféer security under



the leadership of a solid establishment lawyer,yM&argenia Charles. The
DLM led by Dr. Bill “Para” Riviere, hitherto untestl, made a good showing
with about 12 % of the vote. Even then, the DFRlek#& only 51% of the
vote. The remaining votes were split between Doraifdemocratic Labour
Party of interim Prime Minister OJ Serpahine arel@lominica Labour
Party of a still defiant Patrick John. That defiarwould soon show its face
in more deadly and menacing ways.

The sign at the DLP headquarters in Roseau staéd is the party of
“National Independence & Progress.” However, istrhe clearly noted
that the DLP did not lose power in 1980 becaubkadt ushered in
independence, progress or social justice. It wasrgvht deviated from its
core values of independence, progress and sostatguhat it opened the
way for the DFP. While the DFP always had a saticeof partisans in the
Roseau area, it had been unable to expand beyouarbén upper class roots
for a long time — until the DLP leadership strayexm its philosophical
moorings. It must be considered that Dominica mastibrant civic
activism that spans almost 200 years; with a poéss critical of
government misdeeds. Thus, it is clear that tresxists a national
consensus which demands that any government whéalhts rule our land
do so in accord with the principles of competenuog iategrity. That
integrity driven pace was set by early leaders saschoblack, Allfrey and
LeBlanc. When it was lost, the party fell from ggac

The early years of DFP rule saw much politicalabgtty. Dominica’s

small army, the Dominica Defense Force was disbdundenid 1981 after
its involvement in coup plotting at the instigatiBatrick John. That year
Patrick John and DDF Captain Malcolm Reid was &eckand jailed, after a
tip to government from coup plot participant AlgemnMaffie who had been
invited to partake of a mercenary invasion of DaganMaffie, an ally of
Rosie Douglas while in Canada during the black panwevement activism
of the 1960s-1970s, considered himself a patridtvaould not go along
with the coup plot. John had sought out NaziskamdKlux Klan members
for his leadership of th@peration Red Dog invasion plot in cahoots with
White supremacist Mike Purdue and Wolfgang Dro&gweral people lost
their lives due to these machinations by John asdlhes to include the
Police Officer Alexander, DDF Corporal Howell Pipand DDF Sargeant
Major Ashton Benjamin; many other police officerere wounded
alongside the former named deceased during thdattles which erupted



during the December 18, 1981 coup attempt. Duhegdecember 18, 1981
coup attempt the DDF soldiers had attacked andafigrbccupied police
headquarters during a night time gun battle andsleadrely wounded Police
Commissioner Oliver N. Phillip who —bravely- hadigbt to retake the
facility. The rebellious soldiers also unsuccedgfassaulted the Stock Farm
Prison in an attempt to free Patrick John, Captafcolm Reid and former
DBS radio personality Dennis Joseph. CommandereDDF, Major
Franklin Newton, was later hung for his role in #ftair. In that descent
into madness, misdirection and lust for power lethed its apogee.

The DFP went on to rule for fifteen years and bidiggpme stability to the
iIsland. The banana industry grew and so did t@wedstrd of living;
educational opportunities saw some expansion antapy health care got a
boost. Prime Minister Charles’ most notable fgneaffair involvement
surrounded her leadership of the Organization stéta Caribbean states
which, with US forces, intervened in Grenada tdaesorder on October 25,
1983. On October 19, 1983, Grenada’s Prime Minigi@urice Bishop had
been killed, along with several cabinet member@wdians, by his former
allies at Fort Rupert. That island was placed uad24 hour curfew by
General Hudson Austin and a Revolutionary Milit@gyuncil. Charles had
studied Latin and French in her late teens at ttem&la Convent and, like
most Dominicans, considered Grenadians kith and Rma leader, Prime
Minister Charles was well respected by her regiamal international peers
and received very favorable international presecagye after her
appearance with Ronald Reagan at the White Housetprthe intervention.
The dispatch of US paratrooper s and battleshi@émada on October 25,
1983 was a dramatic demonstration of her succekdfbling of the US
leadership.

Despite such successes, little was done to akemtbno crop economy
which depended on bananas. The banana industrgdredally done well,
and there was no sense of urgency to massivelydate other income
generating crops — though the Taiwanese agricuthigsion introduced new
pineapple and melon varieties. New tourism mankginitiatives were
engaged and two cruise ship berths built at the Regeau waterfront and
Portsmouth. Yet, little development of agro proaags$ook place. A person
of some homely charm and personal honesty, Prinmiskér Eugenia
Charles administration was never wracked by allegatof her ministers
profiting from their public office or engaging ie&et deals affecting the
national interest. Indeed, most of her ministerseweewed favorably, and
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seen as generally competent. In one instance, ieanlgr term, she fired
Minister of Public Works Henry “Babs” Dyer who walleged to have used
a Public Works truck to do work for his personah&i. Such a dramatic
display of a no-nonsense approach to governanceéonesdear her to the
newly emergent Dominican middle class who expebtatesty and
competence from their public servants. Ultimatblywever, Mrs. Charles
was lacking in the visionary and inclusive leadgrstecessary to mobilize
Dominicans to build an even more prosperous saciétith her
administration caught in the vice of US led Coldr\alitics, many with
opposing political views were victimized and Dongan graduates from
Cuban universities were not welcomed into the oid incorporated into
development planning. No concerted effort was ntadeate a new
economic platform for the many secondary schoalgages. As a result, an
exodus of approximately 10,000 Dominicans left sluores during that
period to seek better opportunities overseas.

It was only the selfless work of heroes such aseMbkuglas, Rosie Douglas,
Pierre Charles and other worthy strugglers forigestiuring the period
1980-2000 that any return to power was possibléhfelabour Party. Even
then it was in alliance with its erstwhile nemesiig DFP. The DLP policy
was one of building alliances amongst Dominica’pasgition DFP and
others in 2000 for the common good. They stoodrexjavhat was perceived
as a United Workers Party (UWP) immersed in cordgatlings with newly
minted Chinese merchants and self-dealings by sdnte ministers. The
UWP had been formed in the 1990s when Labour seemalole to remove
an entrenched DFP regime. It was comprised of kvellvn businessmen
such as Julius Timothy, Sheridan Gregoire and Nd&trevost who had — by
education and diligence - worked their way up froidest working class
origins. Former DLM principal and community devetognt activists
Ronald Green joined with the UWP; he brought alaitty him former

DLM sympathizers such as Francisco Esprit and Cgjpaduates such as
Sobers Esprit and Julian Prevost. Lennox Lintamadso and television
journalist of note was a well regarded ally of /P in that period.

By 1995 the UWP had gained enough ground to rertitey®FP from office
in the elections of that year. The UWP champiomagersal secondary
education, built new roads, and schools. It mad®h by establishing
diplomatic relations with Cuba and sent more sttglemuniversities
overseas in a four year period than any government. However, while it
brought an end to the DFP regime and claimed @ s®cial democratic
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party like the DLP, the UWP seemed bereft of amachuiding philosophy
of governance. Soon, charges were made by thesdjmpothat its ministers
were engaged in unethical behavior and contracishiWfavored their
political allies at the expense of transparentidgaland good governance.
While these allegations were hotly denied by UWP®&ler, Prime Minister
Edison James, they were enough to cause its dafdet 2000 national
elections.

While Roosevelt “Rosie” Douglas became Prime Marish 2000, his term
was short lived. Considered our Independence Herdis role in that
movement — and his earlier leadership of the cightts movement in
Canada - he was to fall victim to cabinet infiglgtisind threats to his
leadership role by those who criticized him as g&rpoor manager. While
Douglas was not wedded to sitting at his desknbpirted overseas
Dominicans to invest their time and resources imidica. In September
2000 Douglas embarked on a trade and investmestanito Europe and
the United States. On September 22, 2000 he gavast major address at
Georgetown University in Washington, DC, calling foendship and
understanding with the United States; better educdbr our people;
greater market access for Caribbean products; ssistance to our people in
science, technology and agriculture. Upon his reftom that trip, he
returned to rumors of a plot to remove him froma&f On October 1, 2000
he died from a massive heart attack in circumstadeemed suspicious by
those closest to him.

Rosie’s greatest legacy to Dominica was a senpatabtic commitment
and an energized Diaspora movement more engadbd aevelopment
process. As a tribute to his efforts a Roosevelidghas Foundation was
founded in October 2000. In alliance with the DoicenAcademy of Arts
and Sciences, three Diaspora in the DevelopmemeBsosymposiums were
held — Brooklyn New York 2001, London, England 2@0% Roseau,
Dominica 2002 which promoted unity and developnmenjects for
Dominica amongst our island’s far flung sons andigtiders.

Rosie was succeeded by Pierre “Pierro” Charlesrah@ay who had been
a former General Secretary of the National Youtliii and a front line
leader in the national liberation struggle. A foumgdmember of the
Dominica Cuba Friendship Society he had led Doraisidelegation to the
11™ World Festival of Youth and Students in July 19F8.came into
leadership at time of economic crisis and strindg®tit conditions related to
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its assistance to the island. However, as Primadiéin Charles successfully
steered the island away from looming financialajedle during the period
2000-2003, as banana prices and a scant InlanchRew®nstricted
government spending. Again, he was to be plaguarhbinet infighting and
calls for his resignation by younger members ofreetwho disagreed with
his leadership style and policies. In that contegthealth worsened and he
died of a heart attack on January 4, 2004. Hereglaced by a young US
educated teacher of much charisma, Roosevelt &Kerime Minister

Skerrit quickly established ties with the Peoplepiblic of China and got
assistance to complete the Windsor Park Stadiurohwthie UWP had left as
a few holes in the ground. He fostered closeimlatto Venezuela’s Hugo
Chavez and facilitated the building of an oil sgedacility at Belfast. He
led Dominica into membership of the VenezuelanBetivarian Alternative
for the Americas (ALBA), via which the island acsed financial assistance
to stave of the ill effects of low productivity the local economy. Cuba
provided assistance in refurbishing the nursinggethnd doctors to staff an
intensive care unit at the Princess Margaret Hakkerrit's mobilizing of
foreign assistance for Dominica was notable an@txanal in many
respects. However, allegations of unethical belralack of accountability
and transparency in office were raising concerrikenatter part of his first
full term in office. With a tardiness which trouldlenany, the government
only recently provided the resources to inauguttagdntegrity in Public
Office (IPO) Act in September 2008; doing so orflgamuch outcry in the
media.

How do we Treat Each other or build teams?

The double shock (in 2000 and 2004) of two Primaiders fatally stricken
by heart attacks in less than five years robbed.#o®ur government of two
selfless and brave leaders. Neither of them, dedipéir detractors, was ever
said to self-seeking or unethical in their goveg®af the country. Few
seemed to reflect on why two leaders could havisiped from — hitherto
undiagnosed- heart problems in such a short sgaceen But even fewer
still spent a moment to reflect on how their deatiay well have been a
comment on what is wrong with our society. Whatlddwave been the
behaviors, manner of interpersonal dealings, imghee or contempt for the
ethos of respect and charity of spirit, which dodrtieese men? What was
the perverse human intervention - if any - or karfarce which intruded or
conspired to end the lives of these two legendzagérs so suddenly?
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We must be frank in all things, even at the riska@fidemnation or scorn. In
my view, while we are generally a kind and God ife@apeople, our
standards are slipping. Too many Dominicans todayaarse, rude,
dishonest, hateful, lacking in amity, prone to osive jealousies, prone to
profanity in public and averse to team buildingpboTew are willing to be
respectful to those whom they meet, or complimgniatheir colleagues or
neighbors. Civic organizations are weak and fesvteemselves as agents
of social change. Instead too many — in partictilase in the professional
class who should be more civic minded - are congfeeking, show scant
concern for volunteerism, and seem content to octup spectators gallery
or the critics perch. The ruthless partisan seerh®ld sway amongst the
chattering classes and the center cannot holdgdoders are too few and
far between and scoundrels reside in low and higbgs. With such an
ignoble flood how can we better the nation?

Scant regard is paid to any appeal to the betgelarof each others’ nature.
Loyalty to principle is too often a rarity and prses seldom kept. Amidst
this all, arrogance abounds, and too few refledherfact that good
interpersonal relationships provide the key todbeelopment of our
country.

Today, the study of human behavioral science isjmnenterprise in all
advanced societies. That science instructs on lestvtb cooperate,
collaborate and build teams to achieve common tilbgsc traits which
seem lacking in much of our society and governm&nthis juncture, all
Dominicans, in or out of government, must reflectloe elements of team
building, competence, loyalty and integrity withaultich any movement or
civilization can long survive.

Spiritual Transformation & the Struggle for Development

Those who formed the DLP, DFP, DLM or UWP musthalVe been guided
by a mental vision prior to taking action to foutheir parties. It is therefore
clear, that the thought precedes the act. Howeagea, people, we keep being
disappointed by politicians and leaders of allpgsiwhen we fail to
appreciate that real change and development fginls from the internal;
the spirit. Someone who is dedicated to a spirftath of sharing, love and
progress can easily be discerned. One need toololgkat what that person
focuses on in the material plain. Are they greddg?hey keep their word?
Are they honest with handling money which belor@sthers? Do they
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abuse their office for personal gain? Are they @iaat in the pursuit of the
national interest? Do they volunteer to improvedhality of life in their
community? Are they willing to share the knowledgé others or mentor
our young? Do they strive to educate our peoplafoetter future? Do they
fall easily into the embrace of pleasure seekimbgrafine, women and song?
Do they become arrogant once they possess powerth@y charitable in
spirit? Do volunteer their time or resources tolaa@mmmunity
development causes? Are they profane or abusigthtrs? Are they
unwilling to apologize when they have wronged sona&bAre they
ostentatious in dress and other material things?

Key to finding our internal moral compass is whaiogs our thoughts.
Mostly, our thoughts are fed by what we engageeaaling, visual
stimulation, our environment or other stimuli.otie believes in God, then
one accepts that we are channels for a supremg.béat, experience
teaches us that simply professing a belief in Ggd®dness is no cure for
that which ails us. One must live the word, orgararound the word, and
preach the word with clarity and integrity; teablk tvord to transform the
society. We must live the gospel of social chaingaur very lives or we
will continue to disappoint ourselves and our peopl

Too many leaders prey on the ignorance and weagsed®our people and
make vacuous promises to them or try buying theth things. They deny
them any real historical and political educatioradiind which empowers
them and allow them independence of thought. Wastrhas any leader of
our beloved homeland convened an assembly to diseusconstitution; to
reaffirm the founding principles of the nation? tAis time it bears noting
the founding ethos of our nation as engraved irpteamble to the 1978
national independence constitution:

WHEREAS the People of Dominica-

a. have affirmed that the Commonwealth of Dominica is founded upon principles
that acknowledge the supremacy of God, faith in fundamental human rights and
freedoms, the position of the family in a society of free men and free institutions,
the dignity of the human person, and the equal and inalienable rights with which
all members of the human family are endowed by their Creator;

b. respect the principles of social justice and therefore believe that the mpefati
the economic system should result in so distributing the material resources of the
community as to subserve the common good, that there should be adequate means
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of livelihood for all, that labour should not be exploited or forced by economic
necessity to operate in inhumane conditions but that there should be opportunity
for advancement on the basis of recognition of merit, ability and integrity;

c. have asserted their belief in a democratic society in which persons may, to the
extent of their capacity, play some part in the institutions of the national life and
thus develop and maintain due respect for lawfully-constituted authority;

d. recognise that men and institutions remain free only when freedom is founded
upon respect for moral and spiritual values and the rule of law;

e. desire that their Constitution should make provision for ensuring the protection in
the Commonwealth of Dominica of fundamental human rights and freedoms;

NOW, THEREFORE, the following provisions shall have effect as the Constitution of
the Commonwealth of Dominica:

These words resound: social justice, family, commmood, integrity, rule of
law, merit, and respect for moral and spiritualres. What becomes of
founding principles where we cease to practice thé#ow can we practice
these principles if we do not even know of them® &&nnot plant bananas
and reap oranges; it is the same with civic respditg and patriotism.
Where it is not consistently taught and practicex particular by our
leaders — we will have a wayward population. Wenhmitroduce a civics
curriculum in schools and craftNational Patriotic Education (NPE). The
NPE would familiarize students with the constitaticivics and best
business practices. So dedicated, we would likefgyrade most Dominicans
too exert maximum effort for the cause of natigoragress. Absent such an
effort, we will remain mired in backwardness.

The above noted preamble to our constitution meshlevery school, every
office, every store and every church. It must laened and hung inside
every home, where we are to be a serious peom@etioh development.

Those of us who are conscious must foster amongexaple, a command

of our history and the struggles of our peopleweroome backwardness. So
equipped, we ensure our people can make betteced)die more discerning.
Absent that, we mislead our people by adorning eticér with labels of
Labour, Freedom, UWP, without any deep seated ajgti@n of what such
labels mean for our long term development and salviThe survival of

our people can proceed where we are of one acddednust then have a
guiding motto. It should be something upon whichoag all agree and
which has a noble legacy. A good choice for a gujdhotto at our 30
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anniversary of independence would Hénity in the cause of merit,
national independence and social justice for all.” Or we can cleave to
Koudmen (Cooperative or collective effort) as our guidiminciple, as it
was the method of cooperative effort used byamoestors to survive the
poverty of means and degradation common to slaaeaycolonial bondage.
Koudmen was the spirit which was utilized to successfpligmote the
many cooperative credit unions around Dominicd@é1950s. Maybe a
new motto could beKoudmen, Justice, and Prosperity.

Similar national purpose can be found in all colesiation-states which
have had a semblance of progress: The US andithaqy of its
constitution’s preamble that “All men are createda...”, The ethic of
Italia Irredenta fostered the unification of modern Italy; the fanv€uban
nationalism of Jose Marti and the cryR#tria O Muerte (homeland or
death) was key to that island’s independence skeugigdia chose as its
guiding principle: “a sovereign socialist secudamocratic republic with
justice, liberty, equality and fraternity for allSingapore, a nation-state
with no natural fresh water courses, less land roagsrtile soil than
Dominica, and made up of disparate groupings oh&dw, Indians and
Malaysians, seemed at great disadvantage at indepee. To guide itself to
prosperity its visionary leadership grasped thadnfer a guiding
philosophy thus:

"Reward for Work™" and "Work for Reward". Meritocracy is
practiced that rewards hard work and talent. People are
encouraged to do well and they are rewarded based on their
abilities and hard work. For example, students are rewarded
for doing well in their studies .... Meritocracy gives everybody
in the society an equal opportunity to achieve their best and be
rewarded for their best performance regardless of race,
religion and socio-economic background.

| have chosen Singapore as it is smaller than Dieaignd has fewer natural
resources than we do. However, it has had a visydeader in former

Prime Minister Lee Kuan Yew who favors honestydhaork and thrift as
his guide to good governance. His focus on compgetdoyalty and

integrity in governance has made his country aavidnlancial power.
Considered authoritarian because of his focus stifgline, he has made it
mandatory that all government leaders must hasederved in the
Singapore National Cadet Corps (SNCC). The SNCGamet'Leaders of
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Character for the Future.” Barbados, a neighbo@iagbbean island, has
what is considered the most competent governmesteisyin the region and
favors a similar focus on youth leadership viartikadet program. The
Barbados Cadet Corps is the best organized in hiidewegion. Via their
cadet corps, they program their students to hapraual focus on a “love
of country and competence in execution of all tasksdvance that island
state.

Once we have a guiding motto or philosophy, themmwust be faithful to it
in practice. While we are all free to favor ourtgaular religion, our
national philosophy must become our secular faitlsorts. All the major
faiths: Christianity, Islam, Buddhism favor goodeds and charity of spirit.
Dominica is a majority Christian nation as far asihf goes. However, that
same Christian faith could be claimed by those macticed slavery,
slaughtered the Caribs, and enforced colonialisorfaBh itself is no
guarantor of societal progress where words arenad¢hed by deeds. Our
deeds must be informed by that noble spirit uporclwbur philosophy of
development rests.

There are many countries in the world which arke ncmaterial resources.
Yet, their people remain poor because their lehgerfailed to undergo a
spiritual transformation for the betterment ofralkinkind. Spiritual
leadership is the best. Such leadership is fourefevgood words are
matched by good deeds. Where our past heroesétneed respect it is
due to their selflessness and a widely held b#&iiaf they served — not
themselves — but the common good. Success foromigtyg therefore will
require that we study our history, observe thatcWhepresents the best in
our past, and strive for the most noble and visipfature.

To do so however, we must trust each other andttnepeople. We cannot
promote our nation where we routinely distrust eattfer, run government
by secret deals, or favor others over our own.h&listrust of our own is
not restricted to politicians or government. Doitém waiters in restaurants
are often known to attend to visitors first, befeegving their own people.
The blinkers of self hate imposed by 300 yeardaxesy and colonialism
still fetters the minds of too many. Indeed teeling of inferiority and
mental captivity bred by slavery and colonialisiti saddles too many
Dominicans with the shackles of a defeated pedfieehave not listened
well to Bob Marley when he sang olmancipate yourself from mental
slavery, none but ourselves can free our minds. That mental slavery and
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self hate has real societal costs and consequeticemn be seen in the
increased crime rate where some shamelessly mmaithug life and drug
use fashionable in other societies, instead oficgrour own noble course.
It is why we lash out at each other incessantlydiadain our own without
knowing why. It is why blind favoritism to outsidmancial interest
continues to undermine our ability to promote picitdty in our agriculture
and industrial spheres. The same Dominican worké&rmer, who

performs lackadaisically at home, works two or éhi@bs when overseas.
That productivity overseas is not simply becaustefimmigrant ethic
which compels performance for survival; rathesitlue to an enabling
environment where fair reward for work performednisre apt to occur. |
am convinced that we also have to teach better wabkts and thrift to our
people; something now lacking amongst too many gddaminicans
caught up in consumerism and the lure of easy moffeyed by the drug
trade. Even the casual use of the word “pbrotHegister,” “comrade” has oft
times lost meaning to the extent that it makes rapckf these terms of
endearment — where the behavior shown is to besmjgpaf their meaning.
Dominica is a blessed land with great potentiddéan oasis in a world torn
by discord, but we must put our house in orderhloéntally and on a
material plain. We have enormous value to adtieédhuman patrimony, but
we must let it shine. So divided, disaffected aodfgsed about our intrinsic
value, we continue to diminish our worth and expant people to enrich
other lands.

Putting Dominica & Dominicans First

Firstly, | must state that putting Dominica or Damans first is not to be
xenophobic or anti-foreign investment. That comnaititnto the nation is
evoked because we witness a government which isiaglg behaves in a
manner at variance with that history of commitmenthe national interest.
Be it in energy, telecommunications, or commeraanihica and
Dominicans seem to be consigned to petty spheresarfomic influence
and are increasingly disinherited from any contfdhe commanding
heights of our economy. While we must work witiheign interest and
encourage foreign investment, we must have a pldntaannot be done
capriciously or whimsically. All investment must part of strategic plan
for the development of the homeland. It must alwagshat we encourage
such investment to strengthen the abilities andnse&our people, not
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weaken or undermine that which we hold dear. Tottierwise would be to
merely exchange one colonial master for another.

Most recently, in a dramatic example of such dexgathe current
government which purports to be one led by the ualRarty, gave a
geothermal energy license to a foreign concerrpitiethe fact that the local
firm Clean Energy Corporation of Dominica and itegecessor, The
Dominica Sustainable Energy Corporation (DSEC)leddhe development
of renewable energy in Dominica. The position &St local entities was for
the energy resources to be owned and managed byexi@nent Linked
Company (GLC) as has been done successfully in mewly independent
countries such as India, Singapore and Malays@aeffbrt has been made
to devise a National Renewable Energy Agency teldgvthe resource for
the benefit of our people as has been advisedeat the government’s
own energy unit was involved in the licensing psscand no local lawyer or
government advisor can be found who will publidigte they saw the
document or gave it approval, prior to signature3@®" years of
independence — or at any time whatsoever - sucheainés/ior is totally
unacceptable. All contracts for the exploitatioroaf natural resources
should follow this path to ensure transparencyraagimum benefit to our
people:

* Be reviewed by competent legal counsel and a Carnfigaview
Advisory Committee made up of an economist/accair(f@ersons
with the competence to review the matter for theegieto the
country); a business person (one who can asseg®éter benefit to
local commerce which benefits our local businessaryl a technical
person (one who understands the science undetlyenmatter at
hand).

* Be published in whole (or summary of its pertingatts) in the
national gazette — unless where some extraordneagon which
comports with our democratic tradition, precludass;

* Include a clause which penalizes (to include adrafuture dealings
with Dominica’s government) the contracting pany &ny kick-backs
to, or corrupt dealings with, public servants;

* Be inclusive of technology transfer and trainindazfal competence
terms so as to enhance our indigenous developmece$s and
control of our destiny;

* Be open to public bidding & public disclosure ofihthe winning bid
was chosen;
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* Be inclusive of a majority or significant governnmeontrol, where it
Is not a Build Own Transfer (BOT) contract for antecertain;

* Be subject to debate in parliament where it cameenajor control or
use of our airspace, land or territorial waterahyrivate entity — local
or foreign.

* Be compliant with the best environmental practices.

The summer 2008 contract with West Indies Powendidfollow the above
principles. These conditions are the norm in dgyelyp countries such as
Singapore, India and Barbados which have all maeat gtrides by placing
the national interest at the forefront. Such anna a betrayal of the
Labour Party’s founding philosophy and the natidntdrest. More so,
where the geothermal license did not comport withgovernment’s own
regulatory scheme devised for such projects. Tmamed West Indies
Power company was given hegemony over that geotie@velopment in
the south of the island for a paltry return to gavernment in royalties. The
fact that such an important contract granted tora@idn owned concern
hegemony over a portion of the national territogsvmot made public prior
to signing, is a squalid example of poor governaiibat the said contract
was not reviewed by any state regulatory agenaesents a lack of
transparency in dealings affecting the nationaredt. Such behavior by a
Labour government represents a retrograde stephwimdermines
confidence in the party and government and beitaysble heritage of
putting the country first at all times. Modern atistates run on energy.
Absent control over the development of our eneggppurces, progress will
remain elusive and Dominica will remain backwardn€ol over the
income generated by our renewable energy resoigedsat will ensure our
independence has real meaning. Once again, a Dmanigovernment has
blundered by yielding control of our energy futtwedomination by outside
forces inimical to our best interest.

Absent a focus on “country first” which is inhereatthe national question,
none of the Newly Industrialized Countries (NIC®)Aisia would have
prospered. Their governments skillfully wove inbe thational fabric: self-
reliance principles, economic and social justitkical leadership, and
innovations in management and science. In 1980DtP lost power where
it forgot the importance of such nationalistic pipies. Prior, its policies
were unassailable and it racked up many victo8esh victories can
continue where we do not lose focus, by failingub the interest of the
people first. Defeat is certain where those pples fall victim to selfish
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interest, corrupt dealings, lack of due diligeratéention to detail,
Incompetence or avarice.

Such delinquent behavior in governance evincesidamental lack of self
knowledge and self respect. All who consider thémeseself respecting
Dominicans must do more to appreciate the impodafiainderstanding our
history. With such knowledge there can be no sslpect; lack of self
respect results in poor choices made by the govenhand the governed.

As civic minded people, we need to know of our lesrand must be proud
of them. We, therefore, must study the principkeg tnspired Loblack,
Allfrey, LeBlanc, Eugenia, JB Charles, Rawle, Rcanel Pierro. They were
all nationalists, and/or socialists; in that they love of our island and its
people first, and fostered social justice—beforelale; certainly, before self.
While Eugenia Charles was criticized as a consew/ashe was possessed
of great dignity and self respect which benefitemstrDominicans. In many
ways she continued the social programs startetddipt. P such as home
ownership, cooperatives and education. While aetypvas considered
conservative and assailed by those who favoreaialst path of
development, there were never any serious allagatimat she used her
political office to gain wealth or sold out the il resources of the country.
Neither were there any allegations that she sdldaifonal assets via
hidden contracts which she refused to disclose lpeamy called upon to do
S0, as is the case with the summer 2008 geothdiasab. In that instance a
relatively unknown Russian-banker backed firm wiagemg dominion over
our geothermal resource in the south of the isiarmmplicity with a so-
called Labour government which has lost its wayg®t@ated in secret, with
no tender or public disclosure, not even the redglef the area were
consulted; it was presented as a fait accompli.

To Eugenia Charles’ credit she gained control efemergy company
Domlec, from ruinous foreign control; something mast revisit after it was
sold for a pittance in the past. So she too deserxedit for wisdom shown
on ownership of our natural resources by Dominicaksen the United
Workers Party did well in reaching out to Cuba araking higher education
via such alliances with friendly nations a priorityisely, the UWP
continued promoting social democracy. Where itcerasd was seen as self
dealing and not acting in the national interekist respect and soon lost
power.
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History thus shows that the overwhelming majoritypominicans will not
support any government which appears immersedfiesaling, unethical
behavior or betrays the nation. It is wise, wisreh is learnt and
appreciated by all. To that end, pursuit of theamal interest requires the
DLP — or any government which seeks to rule owiedff- to maintain a
deep sense of inclusion of all citizens — at honeabroad - in the
development process and the avoidance of corruptidrpolitical
victimization.

In certain countries today where greed, unethielblviour in public office,
racism, class prejudice and a desire for impenaiee have gained favor,
there is a decline in fortune. As of October 210&, the greed exhibited by
Wall Street traders and the US corporate elitddso the virtual collapse
of the US economy. It is of interest that those whoe showed a blind
adherence to capitalist “free market” orthodoxydaew called on the US
taxpayer to bail them out from the failure of tenpant speculation on Wall
Street which created no value and hurt the US nakimterest. The state
now is asked to intervene with $700 Billion USDia@x payers money, to
inject liquidity into a failed system. Will our gevtnment ever be able to
rescue our people where the industries in enenfgrmation technology,
agriculture, we have urged them to build are irifgm hands and outside
our control? How will we, as a nation-state, dverable to accumulate the
capital to propel our economy forward and feedmeople? Who will bail
us out, where our country’s leaders routinely taisupport initiatives such
as Ronald Abraham’s Marpin Telecoms and a Governhfimad
Geothermal Company as proposed by Clean Energyo€airpn?

Today we witness the rape of our land for aggregaperts that is
dominated by non-Dominican owned companies. Again people are paid
a pittance and there is scant accountability iretkgort of such a vital, non
renewable, resource. Absent such control of thentanaing heights of our
economy we can never prosper or chart our ownrdese will remain
captive to others and subject to modern day ecanelavery.

Let us observe the mistakes of others and seekoid ghe calamities born
of the arrogance of power. Historically, the DL&sHbeen more than about
politics for politics sake or holding office. Hofdj office must always mean
adherence to practices which advance social juatidehe national interest:
the essence of the Labour party’s philosophy.
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The struggle for national liberation does not eritth \&ttaining office.
Indeed for victory to be won, the early foundershaf DLP felt that they had
to transform society for the better, in all sphekésnce their promotion of
our local art, poetry, prose, music: a new cultafra liberated people. Hence,
we saw a new national dress, the shirt jack, crenisic, local cuisine and
the “buy local” campaign. The DLP founders espousedlue system
premised on service to the less privileged, ettbehlavior, national and
cultural pride and equality of opportunity. Suchues are in keeping with
the Christian principles favored by most of ourpleoThe DLP, therefore,
was born of a desire to maximize freedom for theynaot just a few. Thus
it has a rich legacy which we would do well to &l in the years ahead.
Absent a core set of guiding principles our victoayn be hijacked by
opportunists and self-serving persons who adorespawd privilege, with
scant regard for civic duty or patriotic endeavor.

Speaking at the low point of the Labour Party aftedefeat the 1980
elections, former Attorney General Eustace HazetWe@ncis said, “The
DLP was founded upon a fortress of good intentiodsyy we never be
distracted from a sense of duty to our country'st bhepes. May we always
maintain clarity on the national question. Mayal&ays strive to live by
the lofty intentions of those who gave their bestng and lives for the
victory of the Labour movement and the rise ofcbexmon man and
woman of Dominica to a place of dignity and decenBg certain as night
follows day, only defeat and ruin can come when logteays that noble
cause evident in the lives of our national heroes.

In 2008, in face of the international economicisrand an increasingly
indiscipline and unjust country, on&ybroad democratic front of patriotic
leaders and an informed and energized citizenryedlwith patriotism and
civic virtue can stave off disaster. The oft-seartytribalism born of
Labour, Freedom Party and the Workers Party schismst cease in view
of our absolute need for unanimity on the issuleasfesty in public and
private dealings. Blind partisanship which faveilswvs such as: “l support
my party, right or wrong!” Or, “Leave my Prime Mster alone!” are
unacceptable. Such views ill serve our intelligerihey merely serve to
cover-up wrongdoing and prevent us from discuseiaeal issues which
affect our lives or the national interest.

The Urgent Need for the Politics of Strategic Convgence
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Legendary abolitionist Abraham Lincoln once saich@use divided against
itself cannot stand. He was paraphrasing JesiiieiNew Testament and he
was right. Within two years of his making that staent the US descended
into civil war. At year 30 of our independence, ave as divided as we were
in 1979. The Labour/Freedom coalition of 200(Misatters. The
progressives who supported the DLP are now withUMA° or its new-
found ally, Peoples Democratic Movement (PDM) of Billiam Riviere.
There is no real inclusion in decision making betwéhe government and
the opposition parties which is the hope of allgea Dominican
nationalists and was the desire of Rosie Douglas@ere and selfless
exponent of alliance building in the national it

Yet, we have more in common that unites us in comdexency than that
which divides us. No reputable party in Dominicagminst free education,
socialized health care or the rights of persom&fo€an or Carib descent.
No reputable party in Dominica stands against l&folrm or ownership of
land by the landless. No reputable party is in faofa return to the class
and color prejudices which imprisoned the hope3arhinicans in the
period prior to universal adult suffrage in 195 idputable Dominican
party publicly favors the sell-out of the countoyforeign interest. No
reputable party in Dominica supports a return eodhys of colonialism.
Granted the foregoing, now is the time to acknogéethe social democratic

nature of Dominican society and craf$tfategic convergence among

all parties. We can all agree on making real the principle idueal in the
preamble to Dominica’s constitution and the prifespof social justice and
a government which works in the national intereérategic convergence
means coming together around a common set of gutinciples to save
the nation. Strategic convergence means that acemur time and
resources into working together for the common goad engaged in
incessant criticism of each other or disruptivedwdr.

Now is the time to bind even closer to our DomiriiBaspora populations
worldwide and engage in such worthy initiativeghes Diaspora Bank
championed by Dr. Thomson Fontaine and othersea2@1 Development
Symposium in Brooklyn, New York. That bank woulttess the savings of
those Dominicans around the globe, manage theingswn a diversified
basket of the world’s leading currencies and presimetals and give them
financial security — while helping them invest ioinica. There are
countries which have been able to harness theingtin born of functional
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unity as explained above; so too we can. Those aymmationalistic
principles should include a focus on:

Teaching of civics in and out of schools

Promotion of volunteerism in the national ingtre

Promotion of integrity driven government anceraf law

Promotion of Dominica as a meritocratic state

Development of a national patriotic education

Development of Dominica’s fisheries, agricudtulight

industry and merchant marine

Promote Dominica as a showplace of renewableggne

science

8. Includes members of the opposition in commissimd
other meaningful facets of the development process

9. Provide representation in parliament for thespaa
Dominican communities and a financial system which
develops that linkage.

10. Promote an economic system where the stater$osocial
equity; as in the greatest good for the greatestoau

11.Ensure the commanding heights of the econompwaned
and managed in the national interest with saidrmeo
benefitting the majority of our citizens not a rmavrelite;

12.Promote a culture of excellence, innovatios¢igilined

productivity and a love of justice for all; not sem

oghwnE

~

While that list is not exhaustive it provides a ddemplate upon which we
can all agree and from which we can work. We dao dust off the
Integrated Development Plan (IDP) and the Diaspalacy Paper (DPP)
and formally take guidance from those documentsiwhiere prepared at
government request and seem to be languishingme siead zone.

While the coming together of our political leaderfiard to do, we have
done it before when faced with crisis. With low gation, a floundering
banana industry, and high unemployment, we arepatrd crisis now;
though we have been partly shielded from its blitex by Venezuela’s
generous budgetary support, European Union (EUgtasse and the gifts
from foreign allies such as China. But we cannosper by aid alone and
we must be prepared to quickly build up our agtiune, industry to meet the
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challenges of the financial crisis of 2008. Onlglsa strategic convergence
amongst all patriotic forces can save the day.

The party, leader, or leaders, best able to cuaft sunited front will be
best suited to protect and promote the nationalast. The leadership we
need now must be visionary and diligent; calm,pgstsionate enough to
inspire and unite the nation; firm yet flexible egh to listen to good
counsel as need be; willing to be surrounded by wien and women, and
not given to sycophants and party acolytes meeskiag favors who sing
empty praises in adoration of the leader. He omshst be inclusive of
opponents where they have merit which aids thenaltiinterest; that leader
must not subject his/her reputation to diminutigrtloe taking of gifts or
favors, or abusing the privileges of his/her offi¢de or she must be
consistent in championing the national interestlladimes. He or she must
be humble, while dignified; they must be able taradon false pride and
arrogance. They must be able to calmly acceptisnt and engage in self
criticism as appropriate. They must be strong ehdagpologize for their
mistakes and make good on any wrongs committechsigdie national
interest. Who will that be? The field is always nger wise leaders to step
to the fore. Only time will tell. But, absent $ua strategic convergence
and sure footed leadership, we risk plunging ti®nanto fratricidal
political conflict with the result that Dominica d@mes yet another failed
state. We cannot, we dare not, tread that ignaddie. pn the main, we are a
good and decent people and can, and must, do .dettars therefore bind
ourselves together in such a course. So commiiteatannot fail. Without
that path of unity of purpose, we cannot win vigttmr our people. In so
doing, we would make our ancestors proud and indom&0” Independence
anniversary with real meaning.
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