PRESS RELEASE DA1/2008

LESSONS FROM HOMICIDES VIOLENCE PREVENTION AND CONFLICT
RESOLUTION WORKSHOP SERIES COMING TO DOMINICA, BEGINNING IN
WOODFORD HILL, THURSDAY JULY 24TH 2008: 7:00PM

Roseau, Dominica — July 20™ 2008..... The Woodford Hill Community and environs will be the
first stop in Dominica for a series of free movie showings and Violence Prevention and Conflict

Resolution Workshops that are being conducted internationally by Dr. Peter K. B. St. Jean.

Dr. St. Jean is a native of Dominica, University at Buffalo Assistant Professor of Sociology, author,
filmmaker, the Chairperson of the Youth and Education Committee of Dominica Academy of Arts
and Sciences (DAAS), a DAAS Director, CEO and founder of Quality of Life Associates, Inc, and

an internationally recognized criminologist and sociologist.

The Woodford Hill workshop will run from 7-10:00pm on Thursday July 24® 2008 at the Woodford
Hill Catholic Church.

The purpose for the workshop is to,
a) expose participants to the devastating “behind the scene” effects that violence, especially
homicides, have on individuals, families, and communities;
b) to conduct various exercises that will improve participants” emotional intelligence of how
violence actually unfolds on individual, family, community, and societal levels;
) to obtain participants’ commitment to use the Quality of Life Approach to Violence Prevention

and Conflict Resolution as a strategy to address troubles in their lives.

This will involve direct demonstrations of causes, consequences, and costs of violence with the
emphasis being placed on practical solutions and instant non-violence commitments by workshop

participants.



The agenda of the workshop is as follows:

1) Brief addresses by workshop collaborators, community leaders, and Dr. Peter K. B. St. Jean.

2) A pre-test of certain violence related attitudes and perceptions among workshop participants;

3) Showing of the documentary Lessons from Homicides: The Buftfalo Story
directed and produced by Dr. Peter K. B. St. Jean.

4) A post-test of certain violence related attitudes and perceptions of workshop participants after
viewing the movie

5) In-depth discussion of in context of the direct realities of workshop
participants;

6) Discussions about participants’ failed and successful attempts at resolving conflicts without
violence;

7) Teaching of the QUALITY OF LIFE APPROACH TO VIOLENCE PREVENTION
AND CONFLICT RESOLUTION, a model developed by Dr. St. Jean after years of
research and activism with various communities around the world, including those of high
violence and conflicts.

8) Participants taking a pledge to use the QUALITY OF LIFE APPROACH TO VIOLENCE
PREVENTION AND CONFLICT RESOLUTION to address and prevent troubles in
their lives, on individual, family, community and societal levels.

9) A follow-up action plan.

So far, collaborators of this Workshop Series are Camp Rescue Londonderry, Dominica Cadet Corp,
Commonwealth of Dominica Police Force, Dominica Ministry of National Security, Dominica
Academy of Arts and Sciences (DAAS), Burgcom, University at Buffalo Department of Sociology,
Quality of Life Associates.



Other workshops are scheduled to be conducted in the following communities:
Portsmouth: Friday July 25" 2008; Credit Union Convention Centre; 6:30pm
Roseau Valley: Tuesday July 29" 2008; Trafalgar Community Centre; 7:00pm

Grand Bay: Wednesday, July 30" Old Fort; 6:30pm

Mahaut: Thursday July 31% 2008; (location and time to be confirmed)

La Plaine: Friday, August 1% 2008; 6:30pm

Carib Territory: Sunday, August 3™ (location and time to be announced)

Roseau: Tuesday, August 5" 2008; Police Headquarters; 6:30pm

For more information contact:

Capt Fr. Franklyn Cuffy, C.Ss.R: (767) 449 3651, franklyncuffy@yahoo.com
Superintendent Nicholas George: (767)-448-2222, claytes23(@gmail.com

Dr. Peter K. B. St. Jean: (767)-448-3536, doctorpeterstiean(@yahoo.com

Burgess Xavier: (767) 448-0905, bxavier@Burgcom.com

Dr. Clayton Shillingford: (767)-449-2412, SHILLICA(@aol.com

Willie Fevrier: (767) 448 4043, dppa@cwdom.dm

Senator Peter St. Jean: 767-275-0602, saip07@hotmail.com

Dr. Worrel Sanford: mabrika@yvahoo.com
AD Douglas: addoug@hotmail.com
Wayne Abraham: gold1146@hotmail.com

Thomas Dorsett: tombdorsett@yahoo.com

A press conference to widely announce this series of free movie showings and Violence
Prevention and Conflict Resolution Workshops in Dominica, will take place at the
Commonwealth of Dominica Police Headquarters, on Thursday July 24™ 2008, beginning at
9:00am. All media representatives and interested others are invited to attend.



