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| come from that part of the Americas - the Caribbean - which is arguably the living
laboratory of the dynamism of the encounters between Africa and Europe on foreign soil,
and bah with the Native American who hed inhabited the red estate of the Americas
time out mind, duing periods of conquest and cehumanization along with the
correspondng processof strugge and resistance. For these purpases, North-East Brazil
withitsiconic centre in Bahia, New Orleans and al of that Eastern littoral of North
America, referred to as Plantation America, constitute dong with the island-Caribbean
the geo-cultural areathat houses a avili zation with its own inner logic and inner
consistency.

The alvent of later arrivants into the Caribbean after the adliti onfirst of the tradein
enslaved Africans and later of slavery itself did nd save them from labour exploitation.
But those new arrivants did enter as freemen and women into a society which by then
had the promise of decency and civility informing human, if not an altogether humane,
existence This has been made distinctive by the cdalytic role played by the African
Presencein socia formation within a psychic universe agred part of which has been
plunged, wittingly and urwitti ngly, into subterranean and submarine silence- to mix a
metaphar. Mixed metaphas are, in any case, masksto hide red visages, audible deabels
to mask the ultra-sound o mute-buttons to impose that threaening sil ence which Jimmy
Cliff the reggaesuperstar and talented lyricist charaderisticdly described thus: "You stole
my history/Destroyed my aulture/Cut out my tongue/Sol can't communicate/ Then you
mediate/And separate/Hide my whole way of life/'Somyself | shoud hae".

It isfitting that ones like us in the Caricom Caribbean shoud be mncerned with breging
the silence, that sscond most powerful ad of oppresson which the African Presencein
the Americas has auffered for the past 500yeas along the Slave Route which Unesco has
wisely placeal onits agenda of concerns with aresolve to have adionfoll ow intention
through efforts like this very Spedal Assembly of the parent body. Such are the ads that
define the journey by thase who having been sever ed from ancestral homelands and
suffered in exile on dantations but have survived and continue to struggle beyond
survival.

The quest for delivery to humanity of the truth of what has evolved over the past half a
millennium is al part of the exercise. It isaform of co-ordinated social adionandan
eff edive way of tadling what has been arguably the greaest scourge of modern life. |
refer to that which may well have been the aulmination d some four centuries of



obsceniti es perpetrated in the pursuit of material gain, fueled by greed and the lust for
power, and dten under the guise of carrying out a dvili zing misson said to be divinely
ordained and even ealier sanctified by Papal edict.

Thefight for land spaceleading to wars and rumours of wars over time but starting with
the occupation d newly "discovered” spaces which as we know were there before the
Genoan Wanderer and his marauding succesors, armed with papa papers, claimed the
Americas and continued with the enslavement of milli ons torn from ancestral heaths and
bulk-loaded aaossthe Atlantic. This was followed by the systematic dehumanization o
an harendowly exploited labou forcein the production o commoditi es for commercial
profit aswell as by the psychaogicd condtioning of millionsinto stations of self-
contempt balstered by an enduring radsm, underlying rigid classdiff erentiation, and
ending up with the habitual violation d human rights. These ae but afew of the blots on
human history that have left al of uslegades of the degpest concern in humankind's
journey into the 21st century.

However, there ae other legades - legadesthat are relegated to silence, but which in
stubban defiance spe&k, often through the intangible heritage of nonverbal
communicaion, to theinvincibility of the human spirit against all odds, to the aility of
the human mind to exercise the intelled and imagination credively for the advancement
of human knowledge and aesthetic sensibility, to the refinement of ideas about individual
rights and coll edive freedom giving rise to civil society and democratic governance, and
to the exploration d the leaning processto producein the human being higher levels of
tolerancein deding with eat ather manifested in mutual resped, human dgnity, caring
and compasson, despite temptations to embraceselfishness dissembling and even strong
doses of mean-spiritednessevident among ones of us. The @ntribution o the African
Presenceto al thisiswithou hukris or rancour deserving of bold asertion suppated, to
be sure, by painstaking investigation, criticd analysis and dedsive programmed
dissemination - al part of the misson d Unesco's Slave Route Projed.

For al of uswhotenant the Americas are the aedures of that awesome processof
'becoming consequent on the historic encounters between dverse altures from both
sides of the Atlantic in circumstances that, for all their negative manifestations, have
forged toleranceout of hate and suspicion, unty within dversity, and peaceout of
conflict and hastility. The ongoing struggle by those who seek recognition and statusin
human terms demands from all with the gift of knowledge and insight, the commitment
of self in the continuing development of humankind. For stronger than war, which
dehumanises, humiliates and destroys, isindeed the love of life. Andthe African
Presence on the Route aontinues to speak of those gone, thase living and those yet unban
- a céebratory incantation d a philosophy of life and d the hope-in-despair which has
sustained survival in defiance of the trans-atlantic slave trade and dlavery.

What we have leant from history will have sharpened insights abou ourselvesin the
processof crossfertili zation which isthe gred art of humankind's 'becming’ out of the
dynamism of the synthesizing of contradictions. For thisisthe story of Africain-the-
Americas for the past half amillennium. This, from ancient timesto this day, isindeed



the source and stuff of grea literature, gred art, and grea social structures, of sturdy
crucibles of human understanding, of gred intellecual achievement in science and the
humanities. And all of this has taken place dong the Slave Route of which we spe&k!
And hestaken place indeal, despite the stubban persistenceof the rules of
representation which deaeethe denigration d things African as well as a debilit ating
radsm against all who cary the stain of Africain their veins.

Lest we forget, that Presence that African Presence informed the ancestral pedigreeof
ancient Greece ad Rome which Western civili zation hes hijadked into its history with
monopadistic fervour. In that Mediterranean crosgoads civili zation the treasures of cross
fertili zation gave to humanity the sort of creaive energy which guaranteed humankind's
cgpadty to live, die andlive ajain. Within historicd memory we again seethat Presence
playing its caalytic role in the Iberian Peninsula when the aosspadlli nation d cultures
(the one from Africaincluded) gave rise to an expansivenessof thought that resulted in
the so-cdled "discovery" of the Americas and ou own flowering into the vital source of
‘crosgoads energy that this Hemisphere has been for modern humanity.

It isgoodfor usto remember that the moment the European Iberians expell ed the Moors
and the Jews, Spain dedined having lost its intelled and itsimagination as omeone
pungently and wickedly remarked. The enslaved and colonized Americas provided, as it
were, anew arenafor experimentationin human exploitation admittedly but it was the
relegation d hordes of humanity (themselves ources of credive energy) to margins of
silencethat was to render the Americas more impoverished than she might be. Thanks,
however, to the resistance of thase who would be silenced, the vitality and energy of the
Hemisphere was to benefit. Neither total physicd expulsion na ethnic deansing has been
possble (sinceboth modes of liquidation would have been unpofitable for slave owners
and metropditan masters) and the African Presence @ntinues to make the impad where
it most mattersin the enduring areas of language, religion, artistic manifestations and
even kinship petterns, aswell asin areas of ontology and cosmology rooted in the
credive diversity that is now the global redity of our Third Mill ennium and hes been the
lived redity of the Caribbean and the wider Americas of which the Caribbeanisaniconic
integral part.

Thisis smething that invites understanding and adknowledgement from the @urtries of
modern Europe which have been colonized in reverse and their extension, white North
America where homogeneity has been considered a virtue anong the power-structures
but which is now threaened by heterogeneity foll owing on the breakdown of
geographicd boundries with the alvent of migrant hordes of different hue sswell asa
textured sensibility via galadic spheres. But alas, the legacy of slavery and its fertili zer of
atradein African labour, continues.

| agreewith the nation that "there cmes atime when the past ceaes to be an dibi, and
[that]....at the turn of the 20th century [we had] surely readed that point” [Fergal Keane:
"Time to Wake up to the false dawn o Africds renaissance’ in The Independent
(Londor) Weekend Review 13/3/99 p.3, bu what | canna agreewith is the shroud ng of
criticad elements like the brutality of the trade in enslaved Africansin asilencethat would



deny to hades of humanity the full est possble participationin al discourse that would
attempt to define, determine and celinede the destiny of said hades of humanity long
relegated in that past to stations of humiliation, would-be psychic despair and non
personhood.Indeeal, thase who dare to ignore their history are doamed to repea it. And
the Unesco Slave Route Projed in helping to prevent thisis clealy designed to identify
all the deep social/cultural forces which have succesgully conspired to prevent any such
repetition at least onthe scde of that past or to deny history and us the long memory of
that past. Hencethe Caricom Caribbean's degp invavement in the operations of the
Projed ever sinceitsinceptionin 1994and still today in its revitalized and re-structured
form. Andthat visioniswhat now fortuitously brings us here to chall enge the vali dity of
such past obscenities.

| have long had reason to address sich olsceniti es elsewhere but in the context of the
resporsibiliti es of the African Diasporawhich has helped to seminally shape the
Americas but which is gill being denied its historic and historicd rolein the growth and
development of this Hemisphere and o elsewhere.

The African Diaspora aiesout for reaognition and status in the new dispensation that
goes by the name of globali zation which from the perspedive of oneslike usin the e-
slave post-colonia Caribbean threaensto be a céculus of inequality rather than an
oppatunity to make alast dash towards universal human dgnity and individual freedom
in praxis.

Such dgnity and freedom in praxis must continue to be on the agenda of concerns and
pasitive adion for the African Diasporain the new Mill ennium. Crossng the boundary of
thought to programmes of adion that will benefit the milli ons that tenant the African
Diasporaisitself an imperative. Hencethe need to incorporate designs for social living
and a pasiti ve sense of self into the mainstream devel opment strategies of the newly
globali sed world. The am for Diasporic Africamust be to help determine the mainstream
and nd merely to float along with the aurrents wherever they may take one. The aye-long
struggle "to be" and the working solutions providing life skill sfor survival and beyond
shoud be utili zed to the hilt i n sustaining the strengths of the Diaspora and eliminating
the weaknesses that have mwme to systematicdly plague progressand development.

So ore 21st century challenge for the African Diasporaisto have the new globali zation
veaed away from inherited olscene habits of radalised dvision d the world into therich
industriali sed North and the poa non-Caucasian South, the devel oped civili zed world
versus the two-thirds underdevel oped world misnomered the Third world. That thisis
best dore by the manifestation d achievement through the Diaspord's exercise of the
crediveintelled and credive imaginationis impatient of debate. But it must help replace
the Cartesian driven thought-system that dedares that the show of emotionisa"dedine
from thinking to feeling”, with the Diasporic redity that genuine aeaivity and
intelledual rigour are not mutually exclusive and that the harmonization d the two may
well be the hope of athird millennium world. The @dlition d the Trade for all the
reasons, including those outlined in the Caribbean schalar Eric Willi am's ssminal
Capitalism and Slavery, could nd help bu fadlit ate the re-humanization o the



off spring of the milli onsinvoluntarily and inhumanely lured/dragged from West Africa
and the Congo aaossthe Midde Passage. The mind, as the African Diaspora has long
known, can be apassonate organ too.

Thisisarguably amain pant of the Reparation advocagy - by no means seking a hand-
out of 500 pound gerling per personto descendants of the oppressed but rather pasiting
serious investment by courtries which have been enriched by the heinous crime of the
Slave Trade and Slavery, in the human resource devel opment of courtries that suffered,
preferably through the educaion and preparation d their young to enable them to cope
with the inheritance of a continuing unjust world. And abowve dl, for them to be aleto
understand their own history and help plug the knowledge gap which the Honouable
Representative from St. Vincent and the Grenadines © eloquently emphasized in the UN
debate of last November. For as awell-known African proverb goes - "urtil the lions
havetheir own historians, tales of the hurt will always glorify the hurter”.

To crossthe boundxries of hate, intolerance, discrimination, rada arrogance, class
exclusivity, intelledual snobkery, and cultural denigration, which constitute the legacy of
that horrific past, the African Diaspora must continue with its time-worn strategies of
demarginali sation, re-inforcing the intensity of the aeaive work in the expansion o
communicaion arts srving humankind. Caribbean kweyol, sranan tonga of Suriname,
and JamaicaTalk, al | egitimately spek to the African diasporic redity and help to
substitute voicefor the imposed sil ence of oppresson. The dhoice of one's Credor
whether it be the Jah of the Rastafarians, Penteaostal versions of Jesus, or African-
American versions of Mohammed and Islam, the Orishas of Cuba's snteria, Brazil's
candamble and Trinidad's $hango, a the oguns of Haitian vodunmust insist onthe
legitimacy acorded Christian and aher Orthodaxies in the spirit of that ecumenism
which has forced theritual of apology from Rome to Judaism and hes the Grae®-Judaeo-
Christian religious-cultural complex adknowledging the rightful existence of Hindusm,
Budhism and Shintoism, the gred religions of the East. Heterogeneity as a guiding
principle of human organizationis here the desired framework for peace- global,
regional andlocd.

The gift of the grasp of the plurality and intertextuality of existence though na exclusive
to African dasporic experience, isthe primary feaure of that experience The 21st C and
the new millennium which, through the accesbility by ead segment of Planet Earth to
every other at a moment's notice by way of internet, e-mail, (and eledronic media), could
benefit tremendously from such sense and sensibility to get the millennium's hopes for
peace seaurity and the improvement of the social capital, fulfill ed. Can the world without
anguish accept itself as part this, part that, part the other but totally human withou
one part of it trying to daminate the other? The ideaof the Caribbean person being part-
African, part-European, part-Asian, part-Native American bu totally Caribbean is dill a
mystery to many in the North Atlantic which has been spailed by the very hegemonic
control it has had over empires and far-away red estate for half a millennium - and with
theindugences of atrade in slaves, slavery and colonialism ading in tandem.



It isthefull grasp of the aedive diversity of all of humankind that provides the source
for tolerance generosity of spirit, forgiveness resped for the Other, that the new
millennium will requireif it isto hotse the brave new world with the human being as
centre of the amsmos. It isthe source, as well, of the patiencewhich is needed for the
human-scde development which all the grand ohedives of United Nations dedarations
envision. That patienceis hored in the habit of the African dasporic tenants who have
had to negotiate their spaceover time and to find form onaplaying field that has not
been level, na since 1492when Spain's Cristobal Colonlost his way to Japan; not since
1562when England's John Hawkins traded some surrogate beasts of burden (enslaved
Africans) to the Spanish West Indies; nat since 1807when amix of cagpitalistic self-
interest and humanitarian impulse drove the Briti sh Parliament to enad the first step on
the journey to restore decency to human life and living.

The African Diasporais for this reason more than equipped to enter the dialogue anong
civili zations having seeded the germ of a avili zation itself, asif with the beneficence of
retributive justice

Such daogue, after al, isall abou the quest for peacetolerance, justice, liberty,
sustainable development, trust and for resped and human understanding and shoud na
be seen as athrea but rather as a guaranteefor peace

Y et, even while | recommendthisto ou African Diaspora and to the world as the
guaranteeof asafe and meaningful future, the experience of ages drives me bad to some
wise words uttered onFebruary 28, 1968which have been immortalised in the Bob
Marley musicd setting ironicdly entitled "War" even whil e it hankers after peace

"Until the philosophy which hdds one racesuperior and another isfinaly
and permanently discredited and abandored.

Until the clour of aman's Kkin is of no more significance than the wlour
of his eyes,

Until the basic human rights are equally guaranteed to all withou regard
torace..

Until that day...

The dreams of lasting peace world citi zenship and the rule of international
morality will remain bu afledingill usionto be pursued bu never
attained!"

Such, dstinguished delegates, are the many boundxries, |eft by the Slave Trade and
Slavery. Many rivers are indeed yet to be aossed, to take us al over to the right side of
history and away from the obscenities of the Slave Trade and d Slavery, aswell asfrom
the vile ansequences that continue to plague far too much of humankind, depriving us
al of decency, and threaening our innate humanity.

APHFENDIX

LAW ABOLISHING THE TRANS-ATLANTIC SLAVE TRADE MARCH 25, 1807



"Be it therefore enacted by the King's most excdl ent majesty by andwith the adviceand
consent of the Lord's iritual andtemporal and Comnons, in this present Parliament
assembled, and ly the authority of the same, that from and dter the first day of May, ore
thouwsandeight hunded andseven, the African Save Trade, and dl mannrer of dealing
andtradingin the purchase, sale, barter, or transfer of slaves, or of personsintended to
be sold, transferred, used, o dealt with as daves, practiced or carried on,in, &, to or
fromany part of the wast or courtries of Africa, shall be, andthe same s hereby utterly
abdished, prohibited and etdared to be unlawful, and dso that all manner of dealing,
either by way of purchase, sale, barter, or transfer or by means of any other contract or
agreament whateve, relating to ary slaves, or to ary personsintended to be used o
dealt with as daves or persons beingremoved o transported either immediately or by
trans-shipment at sea ar otherwise, diredly or indiredly from Africa or fromany island,
courtry, territory, or placewhateve, in the West Indies, or in ary other part of America,
not being in the dominion, pessesson, a occupaion d his majesty, to ary other island,
courtry territory or placewhateve, is hereby in likemannrer utterly abdished, prohibited
and cedared to be unlawful”.

NOTE: The Abdliti onist Movement was peahealed by "the Saints’, agroup d
evangelicdsled by Willi am Wilberforce Member of Parliament from Hull and aborn-
again Christian. A similar American Act was passd into law in the same month as the
British Act by US Rresident Thomas Jefferson bu was to become dfedive on January 1,
1808in the United States. But slavery continued apaceterminating in the British Empire
between August 1, 1834and August 1, 1838, btnot until 1865in the USA in 1882in
Cuba andin 1888in Brazil . The system still existstoday in parts of the world.



